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First Name:  Diane _Drewry 
Team: Grade: 3rd- (possibly 4th?) Gifted students
Unit Topic:  _YNP/Wolves
Subject:  Yellowstone National Park/Wolf Reintroduction

What decisions do I need to make as I develop a Learning Unit?


DECISION 1:  Concept Map of Learning Unit
	Unit Topic Concept
	Unit Standards


	*Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining and when drawing inferences from the text.
*Determine main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details, summarize the text, explain events, procedures, ideas, and concepts.
*Compare and contrast a first hand and 2nd hand account of some event or topic, describe the differences in focus and information provided.

*Explore the physiology, habitat, and social dynamics related to how wolves survive and hunt in Yellowstone national park.
*Explore research necessary to determine the impact wolves are having on the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem.

	ELACC4.RI.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

ELACC3.RI.1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as

the basis for the answers.

• Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main

idea.

• Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps

in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.

• Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text

relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

• Use text features and search tools (e.g., key words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information

relevant to a given topic efficiently.

• Distinguish their own point of view from that of the author of a text.

• Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to

demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).

• Describe the logical connection between particular sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g.,

comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a sequence).

• Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same

topic.

Standards: S3CS1. S4CS1: Students will be aware of the importance of curiosity, honesty, openness, and skepticism in science and will exhibit these traits in their own efforts to understand how the world works.

a. Keep records of investigations and observations and do not alter records later.

b. Offer reasons for findings and consider reasons suggested by others.

S4CS6. Students will question scientific claims and arguments effectively.

a. Support statements with facts found in books, articles, and databases, and identify the sources used.

b. Identify when comparisons might not be fair because some conditions are different.

S4CL1. Students will describe the roles of organisms and the flow of energy within an ecosystem.

a. Identify the roles of producers, consumers, and decomposers in a community.



	Unit Essential Questions 
	

	*Who owns the park?
*What determines how people respond to the park?

*Who determines how people respond to the park?
*In what ways can I protect an endangered species?

*Why do people resist protecting an endangered species?  

*How can I explain the predator and prey interactions?

*What is the value of reintroducing the wolves into the greater Yellowstone ecosystem?

*How do I explain the social bonds between wolves?


	


      Major Concepts/Skills

	Background knowledge on Yellowstone Park and wolves
*Students will also be getting information I obtained from my trip to Yellowstone Park. I created a picture book detailing my trip from www.snapfish.com
*Explore and gather information from various sources. “Questioning Web” recording sheet will be utilized as students explore the information together.
*”Save the Last Word for Me” activity: (Index cards)

Assign a passage in small groups, students identify statements they or may not agree on or may be ones that surprise, excite, or puzzle them. On 1 side of the card write statement on back write response or comments.  Begin sharing process from small group to large experience.  Log results on chart to be graphed later.  Who agrees?  Who does not?      
	Protecting an endangered species

*Various websites included

*Who decides?
*Friend or Foe?                 
	Understand predator and prey interactions

*Game instructions included
*”Wolf Survival Game”                       



DECISION 2:  What are the Essential Questions of the Unit? Make sure there is at least one essential question for EACH major concept or skill. Most important essential questions also need extending/refining questions.
*Who owns the park?

*What determines how people respond to the park?

*Who determines how people respond to the park?


*In what ways can I protect an endangered species?

*Why do people resist protecting an endangered species? (Ranchers, ect.) 

*How can I explain the predator and prey interactions?

*What is the value of reintroducing the wolves into the greater Yellowstone ecosystem?

*How do I explain the social bonds between wolves?
DECISION 3:  What is the Performance/Product or Project that is the culminating activity of this unit?
 Student assignment:
	Choices:
*Oral presentation describing wolf issues in the Greater Yellowstone Area. 
*Creating a brochure detailing wolf issues in the Greater Yellowstone Area.
*Create a news show detailing concerns/problems within Greater Yellowstone Area.  Be ready to answer all questions that may arise from others watching your news broadcast. Illustrations/charts, ect. must be provided as well.



Essential Question of the Culminating Activity:

*Why or why not should wolves be reintroduced within the greater Yellowstone park area?

Students will orally present their feelings about this issue or create a detailed brochure to educate people on why or why not wolves should be a part of Yellowstone’s ecosystem.
Paragraph Description of the Culminating Activity:
	For centuries, wolves have been the object of fear for many people, and for many, these feelings still run deep. Wolves were eradicated from the park over eighty years ago. Wolves have only recently (1995) been reintroduced back into the ecosystem of Yellowstone National Park. Students will orally present their feelings about this issue or create a detailed brochure to educate people on why or why not wolves should be a part of Yellowstone’s ecosystem. 


Steps or Task Analysis of the Culminating Activity:

*A rubric will be utilized to determine student performance
DECISION 4:  Culminating Activity Rubric
	                    SCALE


     CRITERIA
	3

Exceeds
Expectations

	2

Meets expectations
	1

Needs Improvement



	Content:

*Clarity of meaning/opinions
*Clear vocabulary
	Comments included
	 Comments included
	 Comments included

	Neatness:

*Easy to read
	 Comments included
	 Comments included
	 Comments included

	Oral presentation:

*Voice was clear
	 Comments included
	 Comments included
	 Comments included


DECISION 5:  Launch Activity used during unit to spark interest!
MOTIVATIONAL ACTIVITY:  
How will you create interest?

COGNITIVE ACTIVITY:  
How will you link knowledge?

ADVANCE ORGANIZER:
How will you preview the content map?

VOCABULARY ACTIVITY:
How will you preview key vocabulary?

DECISION 6:  Acquisition Lessons and Activities

HINT:  You must have AT LEAST ONE acquisition lesson for each essential question in your unit.  (See DECISION 2.) 
DECISION 7:  What Extending/Refining Lessons/Activities will be in the Unit?

HINT:  The most important essential question should have thinking skills activities.

	Cause/Effect
	Compare/Contrast
	Construction Support
	Classifying

	Justification
	Induction
	Deduction
	Evaluation

	Error Analysis
	Example to Idea
	Idea to Example
	Abstracting

	
	Analyzing Perspectives
	Writing Prompts
	


Make sure that the most critical acquisition lessons also have extending/refining lessons or activities.
DECISION 8:  What Resources or Materials will be needed for this unit?

	(See sites and articles listed above under steps for culminating activity)

*Resources Provided by teacher for research



HINT:  Additional Resources can be found in your Learning-Focused book or on the disk or website!

DECISION 9:  Additional Comments, Decisions, Questions:

PAGE  
1

